APPENDICES.

APPENDIX I.
RIDCUP TRIALS.

THE Road Board in 19H made a series of experiments at Sidoup.
Tho objoot whioh the Board had in view was to secure a (service teat,
under uniform conditions, of a number of trial lengths of roadway laid
down under the general direction and supervision of the Advisory
Engineering Committee of the Board, so that a record of comparative
results could be obtained in a better and more reliable manner than is
generally obtainable in the case of road surfaces laid down in the ordinary
course of road maintenance in different parts of the country.

The scheme for laying down the trial sections was framed so as to
secure that they shall be constructed and maintained in precisely the
same manner as road-surface work laid down under normal service
conditions, except that the cost of the work is to be provided by means
of a grant from the Road Board, and the entire work of construction and
maintenance was to bo subject to the general supervision of the Advisory
Engineering Committee of the Board.

Tho choice of the road to be used for experimental work was the
subject of careful consideration. It was desired to get a road on whioh
tho experience gained might be practically applicable to any macadam
road having to carry a fairly heavy traffic, whether in town or country,
but it was difficult to find a road of what may be described as average
conditions. The traffic on the road selected is much heavier, both as
regards its kind and its quantity, than most roads have to carry, and the
trials therefore provide an unusually severe test; but it was thought that
it was better to have a road the traffic on whioh was above rather than
below the average, and that the results of the trials would be fairly
applicable even to roads of lesser traffic density, in so far as they
would indicate the comparative efficiency and durability of the
methods tried.